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shown in Table 14,11 for Canada is available also for individual provinces and 
selected metropolitan areas. Moreover, a much wider range of household facilities 
and equipment items is covered in the annual survey than can be accommodated 
in a general census. 

Table 14,11 shows that colour television sets in Canadian households 
increased more than other household facilities. Between April 1974 and April 
1975, households with colour TV sets increased to 53,4% of the total from 44,5%, 
while possession of black and white TV sets decreased to 67.8% compared to 
73.3% a year earlier. More than 40% of households were equipped with cable 
television service. Ownership of dishwashers increased 2.3% to reach a level of 
15.2% while possession of two or more cars increased to 23.0% from 21.6%. 

In April 1975, more than one household in 10 reported air conditioning 
facilities: 620,000 households owned window-type air conditioners and 212,000 
households were equipped with central unit air conditioners. 

Construction 14.4 

Value of construction work 14.4.1 
The data on the construction industry represent the estimated total value of all 
new and repair construction performed by contractors and by the labour forces of 
utility, manufacturing, mining and logging firms, government departments, 
home-owner builders and other persons or firms not primarily engaged in the 
construction industry. Table 14,12 shows the value of new and repair construction 
work and Table 14,13 the value of such work performed by contractors and others 
during the period 1971-75, preliminary expenditures for 1974 and intentions for 
1975, Table 14,22 gives estimates of total expenditures in Canada on each type of 
construction for which information is available. 

Principal statistics of the construction industry for 1973-75 are shown by 
province and for contractors, utilities, governments and others in Table 14,14, 
The statistics given for Canada as a whole may be considered as relatively accurate 
but those for individual provinces and by class of builder are approximations only. 
All estimates given for cost of materials used are based on ratios of this item to 
total value of work performed, derived from annual surveys of construction work 
performed by contractors and others and applied to the total value-of-work 
figures. Estimates of labour content are similarly based but, in addition, are 
adjusted to include working owners and partners and their withdrawals. Although 
the ratios were calculated in some detail by type of industry, still further 
refinements are required. There are also some difficulties in obtaining the precise 
location of projects undertaken or to be undertaken by large companies operating 
in a number of provinces. However, if used with these qualifications in mind, the 
table provides useful estimates. 

Chapter 21 includes detailed price index numbers of construction and capital 
goods, which measure price changes in residential and non-residential building 
materials and changes in construction wage rates; price indexes of highway 
construction which show annual costs to provincial governments in contracts 
awarded for highway construction as a percentage of prices paid in 1961; and price 
indexes of electrical utility construction (distribution systems, transmission lines, 
transformer stations) which provide an estimate of the impact of price change on 
the cost of materials, labour and equipment used in constructing and equipping 
such utilities. 

Building permits issued 14.4.2 
The estimated value of proposed construction is indicated by the value of building 
permits issued. Figures of building permits are collected from approximately 
1,700 municipalities across the country and are available for individual 


